
 

Using Other Prayers as Guides 

W e  s e e  h u n d r e d s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  f u l l y  d e v o t e d  J e s u s  f o l l o w e r s ,  u n i t e d  i n  p r a y e r ,  i m p a c t i n g  t h e i r  w o r l d  f o r  H i s  K i n g d o m  

T h e  S e r e n i t y  P r a y e r  
( R e i n h o l d  N e i b u h r  –  1 8 9 2 - 1 9 7 1 )  

God ,  g ra n t  me  t h e  S eren i t y  
To  a c c e p t  t h e  t h i n gs  I  c a n n o t  c h a n ge . . .  
Cou ra ge  t o  c h a n ge  t h e  t h i n gs  I  c a n ,  
A n d  W i sd o m to  kn o w th e  d i f f e ren c e .  

L i v i n g  on e  d a y  a t  a  t i me ,  
En jo y i n g  on e  mo men t  a t  a  t i m e ,  
A c c ep t i n g  h a rd sh ip  a s  t h e  pa t h wa y  to  pea c e .  
Ta k i n g ,  a s  H e  d id ,  t h i s  s i n f u l  wo r ld  a s  i t  i s ,  
No t  a s  I  wou ld  h a v e  i t .  
Tru s t i n g  t h a t  He  w i l l  ma ke  a l l  t h i n gs  r i gh t  
i f  I  s u r ren d e r  t o  H i s  w i l l .  
Th a t  I  ma y  b e  rea son a b ly  h a p py  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  
A n d  su pre me l y  h a pp y  w i t h  H i m f o rev e r  i n  t h e  n e x t .  
A men .          

 

 

 

T h e  P r a y e r  o f  S a i n t  F r a n c i s  
( F r a n c i s  o f  A s s i s i  –  1 1 8 1 - 1 2 2 6 )  

Lord ,  ma ke  me  a n  i n s t r u m en t  o f  You r  pea c e ;  
Wh ere  t h e re  i s  h a t r ed ,  l e t  me  so w l ov e ;  
Wh ere  t h e re  i s  i n j u r y ,  pa rd on ;   
Wh ere  t h e re  i s  d ou b t ,  f a i t h ;   
Wh ere  t h e re  i s  d e spa i r ,  h op e ;   
Wh ere  t h e re  i s  d a r kn e ss ,  l i g h t ;   
A n d  wh ere  t h e r e  i s  sa d n e ss ,  j oy .   

O  D iv i n e  Ma s te r ,  
Gra n t  t h a t  I  ma y  n o t  so  mu c h  see k  
To  b e  c on so l ed  a s  t o  c on s o l e ;   
To  b e  u n d ers to od ,  a s  t o  u n d e rs ta n d ;   
To  b e  l ov ed ,  a s  t o  l ov e ;   
For  i t  i s  i n  g i v i n g  t h a t  we  rec e iv e ,   
I t  i s  i n  pa rd on i n g  t h a t  we  a r e  pa rd on ed ,   
A n d  i t  i s  i n  d y i n g  t h a t  we  a r e  b orn  to  E t e rn a l  L i f e .   
A men .  

P r a y e r  o f  S u b m i s s i o n  
( J o h n  W e s l e y  –  1 7 0 3 - 1 7 9 1 )  

To  y ou ,  O  God ,  Fa th e r ,  S o n ,  a n d  Ho l y  S p i r i t ,  my  Cr ea t or ,  
Red ee me r ,  a n d  S a n c t i f i e r ,  I  g i v e  u p  mys e l f  e n t i r e l y .  Ma y  I  n o  
l o n ger  se rv e  m yse l f ,  b u t  you ,  a l l  t h e  d a ys  o f  m y  l i f e .  

I  g i v e  y ou  my  u n d ers ta n d i n g .  Ma y  i t  b e  m y  on l y  c a re  to  kn o w 
you ,  y ou r  p e r f ec t i o n s ,  y ou r  w ork s ,  a n d  yo u r  w i l l .  Le t  a l l  t h i n gs  
e l s e  b e  a s  d r oss  u n to  m e ,  fo r  t h e  e xc e l l e n c y  o f  t h i s  
kn o w led ge ,  a n d  l e t  me  s i l e n c e  a l l  r ea so n i n g s  a ga i n s t  
wh a ts oev er  you  tea c h  m e ,  wh o  c a n  n e i t h e r  d ec e iv e  n or  b e  
d ec e iv ed .  

I  g i v e  y ou  my  w i l l .  Ma y  I  h a v e  n o  w i l l  o f  m y  o wn .  Wh a tso ev e r  
you  w i l l ,  ma y  I  w i l l  a n d  t h a t  on l y .  Ma y  I  w i l l  y ou r  g l o r y  i n  a l l  
t h i n gs ,  a s  you  d o ,  a n d  ma ke  t h a t  my  en d  i n  ev e r y  t h i n g .  Ma y  I  
ev e r  sa y  w i t h  t h e  Psa l m i s t ,  “ W h om h a v e  I  i n  h ea v en  b u t  y ou ?  
A n d  t h e re  i s  n o th i n g  on  ea r th  t h a t  I  d es i r e  o t h e r  t h a n  you . ”  
Ma y  I  d e l i gh t  t o  d o  you r  w i l l ,  O  G od ,  a n d  re jo i c e  t o  a c c ep t  i t .  
Wh a t ev er  t h r ea t en s  me ,  l e t  m e  sa y ,  “ I t  i s  t h e  Lo rd ;  l e t  h i m  d o  
wh a t  se e ms  good  t o  h i m . ”  A n d  wh a tev e r  b e fa l l s  me ,  l e t  me  
g i v e  t h a n ks ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  you r  w i l l  c on c er n i n g  me .  

I  g i v e  y ou  my  a f fec t io n s .  D i sp ose  o f  t h e m a l l .  Be  m y  l ov e ,  m y  
fea r ,  my  jo y ;  a n d  ma y  n o th i n g  h a v e  a n y  s h a re  i n  t h e m ,  b u t  
w i t h  r e spec t  to  you  a n d  fo r  y ou r  sa ke .  Wh a t  you  l ov e ,  ma y  I  
l ov e ;  w h a t  you  h a t e ,  ma y  I  h a t e ;  a n d  t h a t  i n  s u c h  mea su r es  a s  
you  a r e  p l ea sed  to  p resc r ib e  fo r  me .  

I  g i v e  y ou  my  b od y .  Ma y  I  g l o r i f y  y ou  w i t h  i t ,  a n d  p rese rv e  i t  
h o l y ,  f i t  fo r  y ou ,  O  God ,  to  d we l l  i n .  Ma y  I  n e i t h e r  i n d u l ge  i t ,  
n o r  u se  to o  mu c h  r i gor  t o wa r d  i t ;  b u t  keep  i t  a s  f a r  a s  i n  m e  
l i e s ,  h ea l t h y ,  v i gor ou s ,  a n d  a c t i v e ,  a n d  f i t  to  d o  y ou  a l l  ma n n er  
o f  se rv i c e  t h a t  you  s h a l l  c a l l  f o r .  

I  g i v e  y ou  a l l  my  w or ld l y  good s .  Ma y  I  p r i z e  t h e m a n d  u se  
t h e m o n l y  f o r  y ou .  Ma y  I  f a i t h f u l l y  r e s to re  to  you ,  i n  t h e  p o or ,  
a l l  you  h a v e  en t r u s t ed  m e  w i t h ,  a b ov e  t h e  n ec e ssa r i e s  o f  l i f e ;  
a n d  b e  c on ten t  to  pa r t  w i t h  t h em to o ,  wh en ev e r  y ou ,  m y  
Lord ,  s h a l l  r e qu i r e  t h e m a t  my  h a n d s .  

I  g i v e  y ou  my  c r ed i t  a n d  repu t a t io n .  Ma y  I  n ev e r  v a l u e  i t ,  b u t  
on l y  i n  r e s pec t  o f  yo u ;  n o r  en d ea v or  to  ma i n ta i n  i t ,  b u t  a s  i t  
ma y  d o  t h e  s e rv i c e  a n d  a d v a n c e  you r  h on o r  i n  t h e  wor ld .  

I  g i v e  y ou  mys e l f  a n d  my  a l l .  L e t  me  l o ok  u pon  m yse l f  to  b e  
n o th i n g ,  a n d  to  h a v e  n o th i n g ,  a pa r t  f ro m you .  Be  t h e  so l e  
d i sp oser  a n d  g ov ern or  o f  my se l f  a n d  a l l ;  b e  m y  p or t i o n  a n d  
m y  a l l .  

O  m y  God  a n d  m y  a l l ,  wh en  h e rea f te r  I  s h a l l  b e  te mp ted  t o  
b rea k  t h i s  so l e mn  en ga ge men t ,  wh en  I  s h a l l  b e  p r essed  t o  
c on fo rm t o  t h e  wor ld  a n d  to  t h e  c o mpa n y  a n d  c u s to ms  t h a t  
s u r rou n d  m e ,  ma y  my  a n s wer  b e :  “ I  a m n o t  m y  o wn .  I  a m n o t  
fo r  m yse l f ,  n o t  fo r  t h e  w or ld ,  b u t  f o r  my  G od .  I  w i l l  g i v e  u n t o  
God  t h e  t h i n gs  t h a t  a r e  God ’ s .  God ,  b e  m erc i f u l  to  me  a  
s i n n e r



 

Using Other Prayers as Guides 

W e  s e e  h u n d r e d s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  f u l l y  d e v o t e d  J e s u s  f o l l o w e r s ,  u n i t e d  i n  p r a y e r ,  i m p a c t i n g  t h e i r  w o r l d  f o r  H i s  K i n g d o m  

T h e  L o r i c a  o f  S a i n t  P a t r i c k  
( P a t r i c k  o f  I r e l a n d  -  3 8 7 - 4 6 1 )   

I  a r i s e  tod a y  
Th rou gh  a  m i gh ty  s t r en g th ,  t h e  i n v oc a t i on  o f  t h e  Tr i n i t y ,  
Th rou gh  a  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  Th ree n ess ,  
Th rou gh  c on fe ss ion  o f  t h e  On en ess   
Of  t h e  Crea tor  o f  c rea t i on .   

I  a r i s e  tod a y   
Th rou gh  t h e  s t r en g th  o f  Ch r i s t ' s  b i r t h  a n d  H i s  b a p t i s m ,  
Th rou gh  t h e  s t r en g th  o f  H i s  c r u c i f i x i on  a n d  H i s  b u r i a l ,   
Th rou gh  t h e  s t r en g th  o f  H i s  r e su r rec t io n  a n d  H i s  a sc en s ion ,  
Th rou gh  t h e  s t r en g th  o f  H i s  d esc en t  f o r  t h e  j u d g men t  o f  d o om .  

I  a r i s e  tod a y  
Th rou gh  t h e  s t r en g th  o f  t h e  l o v e  o f  c h e ru b i m ,  
I n  ob ed ie n c e  o f  a n ge l s ,  
I n  s e rv i c e  o f  a rc h a n ge l s ,  
I n  t h e  h o pe  o f  r e su r rec t ion  t o  mee t  w i t h  r e wa rd ,  
I n  t h e  p ra ye rs  o f  pa t r i a rc h s ,   
I n  p r ea c h i n g s  o f  t h e  a pos t l e s ,  
I n  f a i t h s  o f  c on fes sors ,  
I n  i n n oc e n c e  o f  v i r g i n s ,  
I n  d eed s  o f  r i gh te ou s  men .   

I  a r i s e  tod a y  
Th rou gh  t h e  s t r en g th  o f  h ea v en ;   
L i gh t  o f  t h e  s u n ,  
S p l e n d or  o f  f i r e ,  
S peed  o f  l i g h t n i n g ,  
S w i f t n ess  o f  t h e  w in d ,  
Dep th  o f  t h e  sea ,   
S ta b i l i t y  o f  t h e  ea r th ,  
F i r mn es s  o f  t h e  roc k .   

I  a r i s e  tod a y  
Th rou gh  God ' s  s t r en g th  to  p i l o t  me ;  
God ' s  m i gh t  to  u ph o ld  me ,   
God ' s  w isd o m t o  gu id e  me ,   
God ' s  e ye  to  l o o k  b e f ore  me ,   
God ' s  ea r  to  h ea r  m e ,   

God ' s  w ord  to  sp ea k  fo r  m e ,   
God ' s  h a n d  t o  gu a rd  me ,   
God ' s  wa y  to  l i e  b e f ore  me ,   
God ' s  s h i e l d  to  p ro tec t  me ,   
God ' s  h os ts  to  sa v e  me   
Fro m s n a res  o f  t h e  d ev i l ,   
F ro m te mp ta t ion s  o f  v i c es ,   
F ro m ev er y  on e  wh o  d es i r e s  me  i l l ,   
A fa r  a n d  a n ea r ,   
A lon e  o r  i n  a  mu l i t u d e .   

I  s u m mon  tod a y  a l l  t h e se  p o w ers  b e t ween  m e  a n d  ev i l ,  
A ga i n s t  ev e ry  c r u e l  merc i l e s s  po wer  t h a t  op pos es  my  b od y  a n d  sou l ,   
A ga i n s t  i n c a n ta t io n s  o f  f a l s e  p roph e t s ,  
A ga i n s t  b l a c k  l a ws  o f  pa ga n d om ,  
A ga i n s t  f a l s e  l a ws  o f  h e re t i c s ,  
A ga i n s t  c ra f t  o f  i d o l a t r y ,   
A ga i n s t  sp e l l s  o f  wo m en  a n d  sm i t h s  a n d  w iz a rd s ,  
A ga i n s t  ev e ry  kn o w led ge  t h a t  c or ru p ts  ma n ' s  b od y  a n d  sou l .   
Ch r i s t  s h i e l d  me  tod a y   
A ga i n s t  p o i son ,  a ga i n s t  b u rn i n g ,   
A ga i n s t  d r o wn i n g ,  a ga i n s t  wo u n d i n g ,  
S o  t h a t  r e wa rd  ma y  c o me  to  me  i n  a b u n d a n c e .  

Ch r i s t  w i t h  me ,  Ch r i s t  b e fo re  me ,  Ch r i s t  b eh i n d  me ,  
Ch r i s t  i n  me ,  Ch r i s t  b en ea th  me ,  Ch r i s t  a b ov e  m e ,   
Ch r i s t  on  m y  r i gh t ,  Ch r i s t  on  m y  l e f t ,   
Ch r i s t  wh en  I  l i e  d o wn ,  Ch r i s t  wh en  I  s i t  d o wn ,   
Ch r i s t  i n  t h e  h ea r t  o f  ev e ry  m a n  wh o  t h i n ks  o f  me ,   
Ch r i s t  i n  t h e  mou th  o f  e v e ry  ma n  wh o  spea ks  o f  me ,   
Ch r i s t  i n  t h e  e ye  t h a t  s e es  me ,   
Ch r i s t  i n  t h e  ea r  t h a t  h ea rs  m e .   

I  a r i s e  tod a y  
Th rou gh  a  m i gh ty  s t r en g th ,  t h e  i n v oc a t i on  o f  t h e  Tr i n i t y ,  
Th rou gh  a  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  Th ree n ess ,  
Th rou gh  a  c on fe ss ion  o f  t h e  On en es s  
Of  t h e  Crea tor  o f  c rea t i on  
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